Se “he - 4 OF 
AR A ot yt get emne st 


Ss 
- 
ss 


'° 
> 
ate 
*e%s 
rte 


6 ew ee © ee ee ee ee Oe te ee ee eee 
rete et ata tetas ete tate a ete tate 
Peete rot bt oe pet be et bet ee ee ee ee et ee ee ee Pee ee Pe Ce be be he 


‘ete 
ee + 
eters 
seitite ~ 
ete ete te 


3es3533: 
? 


ose - 
tes 3 ° 
“3° See eSe, 
tesst3s: sgsseizt 


> Edited Gy JOHN R.RICE. « 


eeees 
i 6=3—liC Se COR CRETE FEF Oil 
i 6=60flCse > 0 I Ooo 
SS a =e d0UlC i (tt RR 
eeestiten > pththtar nmr. _ 9 coceepreeeeeeenal 
selesesete eseseses ecelesetetech t eet? © 
Satetets cesececeseseletes 


~~ 


"And they cried, The Sword of the 


*eerees 
wae - WT) 
os, SO 
AAA \ DODO \ aA 
DOOOOOOOD: \ aaa 
7. 


4) > Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 


SOOO «COOSA AAAs 
WALA, \ OOOO, WAAAAAAA WAAAALE, 
Sees 
WAZA \ “SOD, ana, AAA 
WAAR “AI, ee aa 
Latah Beene 
Stee eees Tee eecces 
Ceeeeees Mie eeseeee 
hah Cree 
Withee GtIeeE awe 
Vitae SAL, Sa 
SAA 6062 UO 
Seesee 


’ 
Sooo «Deore | 
* 
eee 
seeeere 
seeeeeee 
RA LA OE. \ 
Seeeee 
* 


se 
*eeereeae 
e500 ee Mis eee ees Meee ee ee eee tet eeeee ed 
BAAR, | Eee, “AAPA “ED © CEE 
. see 
7. 


ooo, “SA “A 


Office of Publication: 129-131 West 6th Street, Newton, Kansas, Send all Mail to Editorial and Executive Office: 145 North Hale Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


An independent Religious Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness, and Formalism 


VOLUME XI NO. 10 


- 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1944 


$1.00 PER YEAR 


DEATH POT < 


cal = 


An appraisalof Ph Council \ig —) 
of the Churches of Christ inAmerica 
By Riv. J. ExwinWwericurt, LL. D. 


Part Ill, 


The Federal Council And 


National 


The position of the- Federal 
Council on international issues, es- 
pecially war and the Christian’s 
attitude toward participation in it, 
is a matter about which there is a 
considerable diversity of opinion, 
even among staunch believers in 
the gospel. 


There are a number of Bible- 
believing groups which have _ con- 
sistently held the view, through the 
years, that they could not bear 
arms. They have, however, been 
willing to serve their country in 
ways provided by the government. 
These Christian pacifists have 
never been identified with attempts 
to embarrass the government in its 
measures for the adequate protec- 
tion of our country. There. has 
never ‘been, and is not now, any 
question of their complete loyalty 
to their country and their Lord. 
The conviction of these men we 
must and do respect. 


But we have, in the great pacifist 
agitation promoted by the Federal 


Council during the past two dec-: 


ades, something of a different and 
sinister character. There has been 
a highly organized effort to defeat 
legislation for the provision of ade- 
quate defenses for this country, 
either of personnel or equipment, 


‘and to propagate by every means 
to 


possible, psychology hostile 
efforts for the adequate preserva- 
tion of our liberty by defensive or 
offensive measures. This “drive” 
of organized pacifism took place in 
the face of world conditions which 
made it apparent that we were 


. about to be attacked on both our 


Eastern and Western frontiers. 
Furthermore, it was promoted in 


_ close. collaboration with organiza- 


tions which were communistic in 
character. Some of these organiza- 


‘tions have openly advocated the 


Christmas Cjift 
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overthrow of our 
government by force. 


In this campaign for a warless 
world, the Council leaders made the 
same error which brought about 
the final defeat of national prohibi- 
tion. Both were attempts to super- 
impose a great social reform on the 
country without first having laid 
a spiritual foundation. Will these 
leaders never realize that the first 
need of the nation is that Christ 
shall be formed in the hearts of its 
people? Then, and then ‘only, have 
we any proper basis of expecta- 
tion that we may meet with suc- 
cess in campaigns for social and 
political betterment. The thesis of 
the Council that all men are God’s 
children and that nothing is needed 
but a fanning of the divine spark 
within leads to horrible disillusion- 
ment when the supreme test comes. 

The Federal Council leaders 
worked against America and for 
Japan on the matter of immigra- 
tion. We know now that their pol- 


“capitalistic” 


ricies would have resulted in open- 


ing the-deors to the greatest flood 
of spies and saboteurs the country 
has ever known. Again, they 
‘worked for Russia and against 
America in that period during 
which Russia was openly and de- 
fiantly preparing the way for 
world revolution. They rejoice in 
the present “understanding” with 
Russia. and seem blind to the men- 


munism which is endangering our 
liberties and our American way of 
life. 


(Continued on Page 3.) 


ace of infiltration of Russian Com- 


Text: 


tion stalked through the city. 


saved!’ The opportunity for 
passed away. 


So neglected opportunity passes, 
always. The despairing cry of the 
starving Jews might be the lament 
of every lost soul in Hell. For 
every man who goes to Hell has let 
God’s harvest time pass by, neg- 
lected, has refused the time of 
opportunity and rejected the lim- 
ited call of mercy. Every soul in 
Hell may well remember this piti- 
ful lament, “The harvest is past, 
the summer is ended, and we are 
not saved.” 


A sinner who was at the time 
rejecting Christ, intending to be 
saved later, said to me, “Well, I 
can be saved whenever I get ready.” 
He had the idea, as millions do, that 
the harvest of opportunity for sal- 
vation would last indefinitely. He 
‘thought he could be saved at any 
time. Alas, he was deceived by 
Satan! It is not true that you could 
be saved any time. You can only 
be saved in God’s time. It is true 


Christ died for all, that God is not 
willing that any should perish. But 
it is equally true that in every per- 
son’s life there are some times that 
are favorable for salvation and 
some that are not favorable. We 
may even say that there are some 
times when salvation is possible 
and that, considering the state of 

man’s heart and his circum- 
stances, . sometimes salvation is 
impossible. 


Isaiah 55:6 says, “Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found, call 
ye upon him while he is near.” 
There is a time when God may be 
found, a time when He is near. But 
that Scripture definitely teaches 
that there is likewise a time when 
God will not be near, and when He 
may not be found by a sinner who 
has long rejected Him. 


In II Timothy 4:2 the young 
preacher is commanded, “Preach 
the word; be instant in season, out 
of season.” The preacher is always 
to preach the gospel. He is to 
preach the gospel when it is “in 
season.” Then he will have big 
crowds. Then there will be more 
concern, then he will have the help 
of other Christians. When it is in 
season, that is, harvest time. But 
every preacher knows that there 
jare also times when it is “out of 


Heaven 


again and again by Jeremiah of the approaching captivity, 
would not repent of their sins. 
surrounded Jerusalem, besieging the city, they lightly be- 
lieved that the armies of Egypt would come out against 
Nebuchadnezzar and force him to break the siege. Surely, 
before the ripening harvest would waste in the fields, the 
siege would be broken, they could gather their harvest and 
have food and plenty, they thought. They did not repent and 
seek God, the siege grew tighter about them. Gaunt starva- 


When the Babylonian armies 


Mothers cooked and ate their 


little children. The crops on which they depended wasted in 
the fields or were reaped by the Babylonians and they were 
left to starve or surrender. The plaintive, dis#ppointed cry 
of these Jews, now doomed to death or captivity, was this: 
“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not 


deliverance for the Jews had 


that God calls every sinner, that | - 


a 


season.” There are times when it 
is hard to preach. There are times 
when the crowds are small. There 
are times when there is little con- 
viction. There are times when few 
souls are saved. The preacher ought 
to go ahead and be faithful in sea- 
son and out of season. Some people 
can be won when it is out of season, 
but most people will go to Hell 
unless they get on God’s train while 
it is in season. 


In nature there is a time to sow 
and a time to reap. The harvest 
varies according to the soil, the 
moisture, the temperature. Every 
farm has some good years and some 


| 


Missing God’s Last Train For 


“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.”—Jeremiah 8:20 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


God’s harvests pass away! The people of Judah, warned 


not so good.. Every year has some 
months better for crops than other 
months. So every lifé has some 
periods when it is easier tod be 
saved. If one does not take advan- 
tage of these opportunities, they 
pass away and one may miss God’s 
harvest, miss the last train for 
Heaven. 


The poet has said: 


“There is a tide in the affairs of 
men 

Which taken at its flood, leads on 
to fortune. 

Neglected, all the balance of their 
lives 

Is bound in 
miseries.” 


shallows and in 


Of nothing in the world is it so 
surely true that opportunity/passes, 
as of the matter of salvation. Oh, 
dear unconverted sinner, be saved 
today while you can be saved! To- 
morrow God’s harvest for you may 
have passed away. 

I should like to show you that 
certain great times of opportunity 
for salvation pass away. 


(1) The harvest of youth passes. 


(2) The harvest of -God’s special 
dealing with a sinner passes. (3) 
The harvest when there are reap- 
ers, loved ones who seek to get you 
to be saved, passes. (4) The har- 
(Continued on Page 2.) 
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Great Los Angeles Campaign! 


We have just received word from 
Evangelist Hyman Appelman con- 
cerning a very blessed campaign 
in Los Angeles, California, October 
15th to November 5th. The meeting 
was held in a large tent, seating 
6,500, located almost in the very 
heart of the city. Merrill Hancock 
was the singer, and Mr. Clifford 
Smith, one of the laymen, was the 
chairman of the committee spon- 
soring the meeting. 


Dr. Appelman writes: “The Lord 
blessed with great crowds. The 
smallest crowd was on a rainy 
night when the attendance. was 
about 3,200. The largest crowds 
averaged about 7,000. There was a 
great chorus choir on the platform 
seating about 490 people. To God’s 
eternal glory there were about 2,000 
conversions and transfers of mem- 
bership in this city-wide revival. Of 
these, almost 1,200 were professions 


of faith, and at least twelve of them | 


were Jews, one being the cousin of 
the evangelist, past forty years of 
age whom he had not seen in more 
than twenty years. 


“All but two of the big doweloren 


churches closed their Sunday even- 
ing services to co-operate in this 
great tent meeting. Several of the 
churches -turned.over their radio 
program in ‘the campaign which 
was sponsored by the Christian 
Businessmen’s Committee. The 
whole city was mightily stirred by 
the meeting and many thousands of 
Christians say that their lives will 

never be the same.” 


Appelman-Shufelt in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan 

Evangelist Appelman and Bro- 
ther Stratton Shufelt are engaged 
at present in a Union Meeting in- 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. During 
the week nights the meetings are 
held in the Mel-Trotter Mission, 
and in the afternoon and evening 
on Sundays the meetings are held 
in the City Auditorium. The week 
night attendances average about 
1,200, and the attendance in the 
City Auditorium services, around 
8,000. In a little more than a week 
over two hundred have professed 
faith in Christ as Saviour, many 
of them uniting with the churches 
in Grand Rapids. 

(Continued on Page 7.) 
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Missing God’s Last Train For 


Heaven 


(Continued from Page 1.) 
vest of Holy Spirit conviction 
passes. (5) The harvest of revivals 
passes. (6) The harvest of life it- 
self soon comes to an unexpected 
end. 


‘I. The Harvest of Youth 
Passes 

The vast majority of all the 
people ever converted, ever becom- 
ing Christians, were saved in youth. 
Most people who are not saved 
young, go to Hell! 

1. Many Scriptures teach that youth 
is the time to be saved. 

Ecclesiastes 12:1 says, “Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure 
in them.” 

In Proverbs 8:17, Wisdom speaks: 
“T love them that love me; and 
those that seek me early shall find 
me.” And does not this personified 
Wisdom represent Christ Himself? 
Surely they that seek Him early, 
find Him. Those who harden their 
hearts and let the years slip away 


. find the ripest harvest passed and 


the best opportunity gone. 

In Matthew 19:14 we hear Jesus 
saying, suffer little children, and 
forbid them not, to come unto me: 
for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

In Matthew 18:2, 3 we are told, 
“And Jesus called a little child 
unto him, and set him in the midst 
of them, and said, Verily I say 
unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

All who are ever saved must 
come with a child’s attitude of 


_ heart, and most of those who come 


are children. So much so that the 
Saviour Himself said, “of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 


Jesus meant that-primarily the|‘Y 


population of Heaven would be 
those who enter Heaven when they 
are children or those converted as 


little children. Remember that all: 


the babies who ever died are in 
Heaven. Then remember that the 
vast majority of all who were ever 
converted were saved as children, 
And then the other group in 
Heaven, comparatively few, who 
were saved when youth was past, 


had to come with a child-like heart, 


to be converted as little children 
are converted, by simple faith in 
Christ. Heaven is populated pri- 
marily by those saved in childhood. 

2. Experience proves, by actual can- 
vass of multitudes, that nearly every- 
body ever saved is converted in youth. 

Recently in a large revival au- 
dience of about 800 people profes- 


-~-sing to be saved, I asked, “How 


many here were first converted, 


saved, after you were sixty years 
old?” One man held his hand, 
claiming to have been saved after 
he had reached the age of sixty. 
That man was one out of about 
800! So any man living under the 
same circumstances, unconverted 
at the age of 60, would have missed 
about 799 opportunities to be saved, 
proportionately to only one chance 
remaining to keep out of Hell! 


Then I asked, “How many were 
saved after you were fifty years 
old?” Three others held their 
hands. With the one man saved 
when past sixty, there were four 
out of 800 who had found Christ 
after they had passed their fiftieth 
birthday! So any person living 
under the same environment and 
circumstances would have only one 
chance out of 200 to be saved after 
fifty years of age. 


“How many were saved after you 
were 40 years old?” I then asked. 

Then about 20 people said that 
they had been saved after reaching 
the age of forty years! In that 
congregation only one person out 
of 40 were saved after reaching 
forty. Any man under similar cir- 
cumstances, who is 40 years old and 
unconverted, has 39 chances to go to 
Hell and only one chance to be 
saved! 

Then I began at the other end, 
began at the lower age groups and 
asked how many had been convert- 
ed by the time they were 10 years 
old and under 11. Probably one- 
forth of the congregation, including 
more than half of those in the 
choir and a large percentage of the 
best personal workers.and most 
useful Christians, held up their 
hands. Another large group had 
been saved by the time they were 
12 years old, less than 13; and 
before the age of 15 a clear major- 
of those 800 people had found 
Christ as Savior, they claimed! 

I have made similar tests in 
principal cities of America now for 
a number of years. Everywhere the 
same general proportions are simi- 
lar. More than half of all the 
people who are ever saved are 
saved by the time they are fifteen. 
In certain areas, notably the South, 
where there are very active, large 
Sunday Schools and where _ soul 
winning is stressed in the Sunday 
School, often in large congregations 
half of the people, or more, vote 
that they were converted to Christ 
before they were 12 years old. I 
have never found any congregation 
where the large group who held 


by the time they were 15 years old 
was not estimated at more than 
half of the congregation who claim- 
ed to be saved! And I believe that 
all over America, 7 out of 8 of all 
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who have been converted were 
saved by the time they were 25 
years old. 

Youth is the time to be. saved. 


youth go by, there is very little 
likelihood that you will ever repent 
of your sins and trust Christ for 
Salvation. 


God and Christian experience in show- 
ing that youth is the time for salvation. 
We.start our children to kinder- 
garten at the age of 5. A child 
who could not read by the time he 
was 10 years would be greatly 
handicapped. It has been discovered 
that a ten-year-old child already 
knows more than half of all he 
will ever know. The golden age 
for memory is from 9 to 12 years, 
and things learned by children 
under 9 are remembered much 
better than those learned by adults. 
Nearly every moral and spiritual 
problem: is faced very young... 
Habits of decency, self control, tell- 
ing the truth, obedience to parents, 
and respecting the rights of others 
should be fairly well begun by the 
:/time a child is 5 years old. 
Not to be saved in the years of 
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their hands as having been saved, 


If you let this harvest time of 


3. Reason joins with the Word of 


childhood means to disregard the’ 
conscience, the tender heart, the 
influence of innocence which would 
lead every child to feel a need for 
God. 

How soon life becomes complicat- 
ed! In adolescence young people 
become powerfully affected by sex 
problems, acutely conscious of right 
and wrong. They are beginning to 
ponder and try to face life problems 
about which career, profession or 
trade; which life companion; which 
code of conduct they will adopt. 
Young people are powerfully af-. 
fected by public opinion. Then 
comes the pressure of economic 
need, the occupation of making a 
living, the burdens of a family. 
All. too soon that innocence of 
heart, that freedom .of choice, that 
high idealism, that unhurried and 
unbiased inquiring mind of child- 
hood will pass away! Reason joins 
with the Word of God and exper- 
lence in demanding that those who 
would be saved, seek the Lord 
early. 

If one reads this who is young, 
I beseech you to be saved today! 
Now is the best harvest that you 
will ever have. And if one reads 
this, still unconverted, who has let 
youth go by, I beg you in Jesus 
name take the one fleeting chance 
that may remain to you and seek 
the Lord today! 


II. The Harvest of God’s Spe- 
cial Dealing Passes 


Each individual has special times 
of harvest, times when it would be 
easier to be saved. I refer to those 
times when circumstances. are 
brought about, evidently with the 
divine purpose of turning one to 
Christ. 

In the Chicago Gospel Tabernacle 
on the first Sunday night of 1943 
a businessman, deeply concerned, 
was saved. His son, he had just 
learned, was in the North African 
invasion. Trying to pray for his 
son, he found that he did not know 
God and was not on praying ground. 
He needed to be converted himself. 
Under the pressure of this divine 
dealing with his heart, the man was 
wonderfully saved. If he had wait- 
ed until his boy was safely home 
again, he might never have been 
saved. That special dealing was 
harvest time for him. 

Two weeks ago I had a letter 
from a young man who was to die 
this month in the Texas state 
prison, in the electric chair. After 
a life of shame and sin he received 
the death penalty for his crime, and 
waiting in death’s row he came to 
see how foolish it was to go with- 
out God out into the black unknown 
a lost sinner, bound for Hell. Under 
this special dealing, in death. row, 
he sought and found forgiveness 
for his sins and peace of heart in 
Christ Jesus. Soon, for him, it 
would have been too late. 

This week I received a letter 
concerning a woman who went 
proudly on» her “way, rejecting 
Christ, enjoying the things of the 
world. But a terrible accident, a 
crushed leg, and long months in the 
hospital brought her to her senses. 
She began to read Christian liter- 


God. Her hungry heart turned, in 


in Jesus and was saved. That 
special dealing was harvest time 
for her. 

But God deals sometimes in joy, 
not always sorrow. A young man 
walked into my office some years 
ago to ask me to conduct a marriage 
ceremony for him and his sweet- 
heart. He was proud that she was 
a devout Christian girl, a Sunday 
School teacher... His heart was deep- 
ly moved by the fact that she loved 
him and that soon she would be 
altogether his. In fact, his heart 
was so tender that it was easy for 
him to turn to Christ and accept 
thim as Savior. And that he did. 
Within three months’ time I preach- 
ed the funeral sermon of the same 
lad whom I had married. But he 
had heeded the opportunity, the 
time of special dealing of God with 
his soul, and so had been saved. 
Does God now deal with you, dear 
sinner? Some read this who are 


no longer convicted of your sins, 


ature. She was willing to talk about |. 


her trouble, and she put her trust 


deeply moved by the war. Some 
have sons or husbands overseas. 
Others have been wooed by the 
Lord in sickness, or in disillusion- 
ment, or in poverty. Some have lost 
friends. Others have had great hap- 
piness. In these cases God is trying 
to keep you out of Hell. And during 
the time of special dealing is the 
best time you will ever have to be 
saved. If you let this opportunity 
pass, let your routine, work-a-day 
habits return, you may find your- 
self unmoved by the gospel appeal, 


no longer anxious_to be saved. Oh, 
be saved before this harvest of 
God’s special dealing passes. How 
many people in Hell once had a 
time of God’s specially tender deal- 
ing, a time of special invitation. or 
of conviction, or of a sense of need, 
or of a smiting of conscience. They 
let that time go by, they remained 
unsaved; and now, in Hell, they 
must repeat to themselves this 
lament of a lost soul: “The harvest 
is past, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved.” 


III. The Harvest When There 
Are Reapers May Pass 
Away 
A young man about to go out 
into a night of sin found a tract 
placed with his hat and gloves, a 
tract which urged him to turn to 
Christ. Irritated, he said, “Where 
in the world can I go that I will 


me a tract! On the street car today 
someone handed me a tract. Mother 
leaves tracts on my table. Now 
here is one in the hall. Where can 
I go that no one will bother me with 
a tract?” 


His mother sadly replied, “When 
you go to Hell, nobody will give 
you a tract there.” 

Lost sinner, there is hope for you 
to be saved if there are people 
who love you and pray for you and 
earnestly entreat you to repent 
and trust in Christ. Perhaps you 
are vexed at the pleading of loved 
ones. Some sinners, with no grati- 
tude, and with little even of decent 
courtesy, scornfully rebuke those 
who urge them to be saved. “I know 
what I want to do! Don’t you 
think I have sense enough to know 


not have somebody always giving 


whether I want to be saved or not?” 
they sometimes ask. But, dear 
sinner, I ask you to remember this, 
that about the only outward con- 
nection you have with God, the 
only human instruments God is 
likely to use to keep you out of 
Hell, may be taken away from you 
soon. And then most likely you 
will go unheeded and unwarned to 
Hell! 


You would think that. when a 
man’s wife dies, and she, who, 
perhaps, Was an earnest Christian 
who urged him to be saved, has 
gone to Heaven, that he will then 
turn to Christ and be saved. Actual- 
ly, such a man often goes fast to 
the dogs when the good influence 
of-a loving wife is taken away. 

One would think that when he 
leaves home and the mother who 
loves and prays for him every night . 
and gets out into the world for 
himself, that then he would make 
his decision for Christ and be the 
man his mother hoped and prayed 
he would be. Actually the boy who 
was not saved when he had a 
mother to warn him is not likely 
to be saved when he is beyond the 
reach of her pleadings. 


You would think that men who 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


The Federal 


National 


Council And 


Defence 


(Continued from Page 1.) 


We admire and respect the brave 
fight of the Russian people against 
the aggressor, but we cannot afford 
to forget for a moment that Stalin 
will be seated near the head of the 
peace table and may be able to dic- 
tate the sort of peace which will 
give him exactly that for which he 
has spent a lifetime of murder and 
intrigue. There is every reason to 
believe that the Federal Council 
will go “all out” for the sort of 
world government which will fulfill 
Stalin’s dream. 


Every annual report of the Fed- 
eral Council from the conclusion of 
the Versailles Peace Treaty to the 
present contained references to the 
development of its program of 
pacifism and disarmament. Every 
bill presented in Congress for the 
adequate armament of the nation 
during this period has been con- 
tested by a well-organized lobby 
of the Federal Council. It has all 
been done with the best intentions 
in the world but has been fostered 
by those who have resolutely set 
themselves in opposition to the 
teaching of God’s Word. It has 
been the building again of a tower 
of Babel, conceived and executed in 
arrogant self-will. 

Floods of literature were sent 
throughout the country -encourag- 
ing the public to protest army and 
navy appropriations. Young people 
were urged to become conscientious 
objectors. -Some Council leaders 
even went to the extent of encour- 
aging mass pledges not to support 
any war—even a defensive war of 
enemy invasion. Dr. Kirby Page, 
at a great young people’s confer- 
ence in 1936, cried, ‘If we only had 
four or five hundred students ex- 
pelled for refusing to wear the 
army uniform we wouldn't | have 
compulsory military training in our 
schools.” 

The following is from the news 
report of a Methodist Convention 
in 1940: ~~ 

A resolution opposing war and any de- 
fense of this country against an invader 
was adopted today by the Southern Cali- 
fornia-Arizona Methodist Conference. 

The resolution read in part: 

That we discipline ourselves in the reali- 
zation of world community and regard no- 
body as an alien but everybody as a brother, 
so that in the event of an invasion we can 
treat the invader as a brother and not as 
an enemy. 

The “Moody Monthly” comments 
on this as follows: 


What is the difference between the in- 
vader in the home and the invader in the 


GOSPEL SOUND FILMS 


(46mm _ motion pictures with sound) 
Scriptures Visualized films are help- 
ing pastors and evangelists attain a 
more effective ministry. They can do 
the same for you. 
@ WHAT THE FILMS ARE DOING — 

in enuine revivals; leading children, 
ers Saimin and adults to the Lord Jesus 
Christ; increasing interest and attendance in 
church and Sunday School. 
ra FREE PREVIEW SERVICE — If es 

seen a Scriptures Visualized film ¥ 
gt access to a 16mm sound projector, 
you may easily see one. Write us about our 
convenient preview service. 
s PROJECTION EQUIPMENT — We can 
ou get’ the sound projector and screen 
pes vmitable for your needs,. at reasonable 
prices. Write us for particulars. 


Cc. O. BAPTISTA FILMS 
325 W. Huron St., Chicago 10, Illinois 


— 


nation? When one of the preachers who 
voted for this resolution is awakened at 
night by the sound of a burglar, of course 
he doesn’t resist! And when a gangster 
threatens his wife’s life he merely sings 
out, “That’s all right, darling. He is just 
Sr pe of mine. Be careful not to bruise 
im. 

In 1928, the Federal Council took 
credit for success in reducing the 
proposed expenditure for naval 
armaments from $1,000,000,000 to 
$274,000,000. We have never seen 
any statement which would lead us 
to believe they do not think to this 
day that they were performing a 
valuable public service in conduct- 
ing this lobby against adequate 
defense. : 

The following excerpts are taken 
from annual reports of the Federal 
Council from 1933 to 1939. The 
capitals are ours. 

From the Report of 1933: Depart- 
ment of International Justice and 

Goodwill. 


The Department, mindful of the serious- 
ness of the world situation, sought through- 
out the year to enlist the co-operation of 
the churches in the movement for the re- 
duction of armaments. On April 17, a 
Federal Council delegation consisting of 
Bishop William F. McDowell, Rev. Russell 
J. Clinchy, Dr. James H. Franklin, and 
Mr. Van Kirk called at the State Depart- 
ment and presented to Secretary Hull a 
statement which had been adopted by the 
Federal Council’s Executive Committee and 
which recommended THE COMPLETE 
ABOLITION OF ALL MILITARY AND 
NAVAL AIRCRAFT, EXCEPT FOR PO- 
LICE PURPOSES; international consulta- 
tion by the United States with other na- 
tions in the interest of peace, and partici- 
pation by the United States in the World 
Economic Conference. 

A second Federal: Council delegation 
called at the offices of the State Depart- 
ment on December 7* and presented to 
Under-Secretary Phillips a statement which 
said, in part: “‘The Churches of Christ in 
America are practically unanimous in 
THEIR DETERMINATION TO WORK 
FOR A DRASTIC REDUCTION OF THE 
WORLD’S ARMAMENTS. The spending of 
four and one-half billion dollars annually 
upon military establishments at a time 
when poverty, hunger, and economical des- 
titution are widespread is nothing short of 
an economic scandal. The churches cannot 
remain silent in the presence of this pagan 
misappropriation of the world’s wealth 
upon the implements of human destruction. 
We strongly urge our government to do 
everything within its power to assure the 
success of the World Disarmament Con- 
ference.”’ f 

*Significantly, this day of the year is to 
go’ down in history as the day of America’s 
greatest humiliation because of its unpre- 
paredness at Pearl Harbor. 


Other steps taken by the Department in 
the interest of disarmament included en- 
dorsement of the recommendation, first by 
President Hoover, and later by President 
Roosevelt, that Congress invest the Presi- 
dent with power to prohibit the shipment 
of arms, ammunition, and implements of 
war to countries that may be engaged in 
war in violation of their peace pledges; 
ENLISTMENT OF SUPPORT OF 
CHURCHES IN FAVOR OF THE TOTAL 


'| ABOLITION OF ALL WEAPONS DE- 


SIGNED FOR ATTACK; and participation 
in the Disarmament Campaign observed 
simultaneously in many countries, October 
1-15. 

The Federal Council also voiced its oppo- 
sition to the appropriation of $238,000,000 
under the Public Works Program, for the 
construction of. thirty-two war © vessels. 
“We cannot,” the Council said, “give our 
moral approval to the continuance of a 
system of armaments which upon the one 
hand fosters the war spirit and upon the 
other hand endangers the economic well- 
being of people everywhere” (pp. 53, 54). 


From an address, “The Spirit and 
Service of the Federal Council,” 
by Dr. Albert. W. Beaven, presi- 
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dent of the Council. Annual Re- 

port, 1933. 

We live these days, as a nation, facing 
issues so tremendous as probably to involve 
more than we can dream. TAKE, AS AN 
ILLUSTRATION, THE OBVIOUS AND 
TERRIBLE DANGER INVOLVED IN 
THE PRESENT MOVE TO INCREASE 
ARMAMENTS, WITH THE ALMOST IN- 
EVITABLE WAR THAT WILL BE ITS 
ALMOST CERTAIN OUTCOME. We had 
been building up the machinery for peace. 
In looking back at the last great war, we 
were so impressed with the hellishness of 
ite methods, with its threat to our racial 
existence, with its utter futility, that al- 
most with unanimity the nations outlawed 
war as a method of settling international 
disputes. In the light of that declaration, 
reduction of armaments was proposed, and 
we held a conference to forward that end. 
Now, however, all appears changed; a new 
race for arms seems in full swing. Spurred 
on by fear, stimulated by forces seeking 
profit in armament even at the expense of 
human lives, we and other natjons take on 
new burdens to buy instruments to cut each 
other’s throats. In spite of armament ex- 
penditures already backbreaking, we now 
borrow money to build a new fleet, while 
others, watching us, rush to do the same 
thing. We are told that chemical arma- 
ments are on the increase, poison gas prep- 
arations on an unparalleled scale are being 
produced, bacteriological armaments are 
being -prepared, air armaments are increas- 
ing, and so much is it taken for granted 
that civilian populations will be threatened, 
that Denmark has recently announced that 
gas masks of various sizes are now on sale 
for the civilian population (From the Bi- 
ennial Report of 1934, p. 16). 


Department of International Jus- 


tice and Goodwill: 

The churches refused to be frightened. 
The Federal Council, through the action of 
its Executive Committee in a statement 
entitled “A Message to Christians of All 
Lands” expressed the following conviction: 

“‘We believe that the churches of Christ 
around the world should with all possible 
dispatch say to their respective govern- 
ments that they cannot and will not give 
their moral support to war as a method 
of settling international difficulties, nor 
will they become a party to the mad race 
in armaments now in progress in so many 
parts of the world. It seems to us that in 
this hour it is the clear duty of Christians 
everywhere to declare their undivided alle- 
giance to Him whose we are and whom we 
serve’ (p. 80). 

. - THAT THE PRESIDENT AND CON- 
GRESS SHOULD BE URGED TO WITH- 
HOLD APPROPRIATIONS REQUIRED 
FOR CARRYING OUT THE NAVAL 
BUILDING PROGRAM AUTHORIZED IN 
THE VINSON NAVAL BILL; THAT THE 
NATIONS SHOULD COMPLETELY 
ABOLISH ALL. WEAPONS DESIGNED 
PRIMARILY FOR AGGRESSIVE PUR- 
POSES AND PROVIDE FOR A COMPRE- 
HENSIVE SYSTEM OF INTERNATIONAL 
ARMAMENTS CONTROL; THAT THE 
NATIONS SHOULD COMPLETELY RE- 
NOUNCE, EXCEPT FOR STRICTLY PO- 
LICE PURPOSES, ALL MILITARY AND 
NAVAL AVIATION and should co-operate 
in the establishment of international super- 
vision of commercial aviation in order to 
prevent its illegitimate use for military 
purposes (p. 81). 

From the 1924 Report of the Fed- 
eral Council concerning the Jap- 


anese Exclusion Law. 

The Administrative Committee took 
prompt action inthe shape of a strong 
resolution . . . conveyed personally to 
Secretary Hughes ... and sent to every 
member of Congress. 

A REPRESENTATIVE OF CALIFOR- 
NIA CHRISTIANS WAS~* SENT TO 
WASHINGTON FOR THE EXPRESS 
PURPOSE OF OPPOSING THE ENACT- 
MENT OF THE LAW. BUT THREE 
POLITICIANS REPRESENTING THE 
ANTI-JAPANESE AGITATORS OF THE 
PACIFIC COAST WERE ALSO SENT TO 
WASHINGTON. THEY. STAYED THERE 
NEARLY THREE MONTHS AND TRI- 
UMPHED OVER THE FORCES MAKING 
‘FOR FAIR AND HONORABLE TREAT- 
MENT OF JAPAN. IT [WAS] UNIVER- 
SALLY REGARDED AS DISCOURTEOUS 
AND HUMILIATING TO JAPAN. 

A DEEP WOUND WAS INFLICTED 
ON JAPAN’S FEELINGS OF GOODWILL 
AND ADMIRATION FOR AMERICA. 
Taken from Minutes of the Meet- 

ing of the Executive Committee 

Annual Report of 1935. 

The issue which immediately influences 
our relations with Japan has to do with 
the proposed maneuvers of the United 
States Navy. On the very day that Japan 
announced that subsequent to the termina- 
tion of the Washington and London Naval 
agreements she would no longer be bound 
by existing ratios, the Navy Department 
announced a program of naval maneuvers 
to be held in the Pacific during the period 
from. May 3 to June 10. These maneuvers, 
if held, cannot but arouse the suspicion and 
ill will of Japan (p. 77). | 
Annual Report of 1935. Depart- 

ment of International Justice and 

Goodwill. 

The Department, during the year, has 
frequently conferred with the President 
and with other officials of the government 
concerning the peace policies of the Admin- 
istration. The officers of the Department 
had a long conference with President 
Roosevelt in the late spring, expressing 
concern over the naval maneuvers in the 
Pacific. A protest was lodged against the 
expanding military and naval budgets of 
the United States and the President was 
informed that efforts would be made 


throughout the churches to develop a public 


opinion in support of a more moderate 


policy of military preparedness. An inter- 


— 
= 


PAGE THREE 


view was held at the same time with Sec- 
retary of the Navy Swanson. The Secre- 
tary of the Department has been in fre- 
quent cenference with the Secretary of 
State regarding policies bearing upon arma- 
ments, the traffic in arms, and Far Eastern 
relations (p. 40). 


The churches, throughout the year, have 
pressed for a general reduction of arma- 
ments. The Department recoghizes that 
armaments, in part, are symptoms of basic 
fears, which fears, in turn, are occasioned 
by social, racial, and economic injustices. 
These fears must be dissipated, but mean- 
while the Department believes that a gen- 
eral reduction of armaments will of itself 
stabilize world opinion in support of peace 
measures. 


The United States is a signatory of the 
Kellogg Pact. The churches, therefore, in- 
sist that the military forces of the nation 
be kept within the limits required for pur- 
poses of defense. And by defense is not 
meant the defense of American economic 
or other material interests in other lands, 
but the defense of the territorial domain 
of the continental United States. The 
President recently put his signature to a 
$460,000,000 naval appropriation bill, the 
largest in our peacetime history. The Army 
appropriation bill, as signed By the Presi- 
dent, totals $401,000,000—a perfectly stag- 
gering sum considering the fact that the 
Army, under the Kellogg Pact, is never to 
be used in other lands for war purposes. 
We are convinced that the churches will 
not generally acquiesce in a policy of mili- 
tary and naval expansion that calls for an 
annual expenditure of practically a billion 
dollars (p. 41). 


Annual Report of 1935. A sum- 
mary and Interpretation by Dr. 


Ivan Lee Holt, president. 

The main emphases of the Federal Coun- 
cil in the international field during the 
year have been in building up public 
opinion to support, first, the munitions 
investigation, and, second, American neu- 
trality in the event of war (p. 10). 


Minutes of Biennial Meeting, De- 
cember 11, 1936. i 
The Business Committee pre- 
sented a revised draft of the state- 
ment on international problems, as 
follows: 


The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America voices once more its 
protest against the international anarchy 
reflected in ever-increasing armaments and 
the mad preparation for war everywhere 
in progress. Eight billion dollars were ex- 
pended last year in perfecting implements 
of human destruction. Our Government, 
next year, will expend a billion dollars 
upon its military and naval establishments, 
a policy to which the churches cannot and 


will not give their moral consent. 


We therefore appeal to the President 
and to the Government of the United 
States to make clear the fact, by Presiden- 
tial proclamation or otherwise, that the 
armed forces of our country are not, under 
any circumstances, to be employed for the 
protection of the economic or other ma- 
terial interests of American nationals in 
other lands, to take such steps as may be 
advisable to insure ‘the improvement of 
American-Japanese relations; and, in co- 
operation with other interested nations, to 
labor for the restoration of a treaty struc- 
ture for the Pacific; to place upon a 
strictly voluntary basis all military train- 
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(Continued from Page 2) 
served in the armed forces in this 
terrible bloody war and return home 
would be so chastened by their ex- 
periences and.their realization of 
the grim fact of death and the 
certainty of meeting God that they 
would turn to God and be saved. 
Actually, most of these soldier boys 
will not attend church when they 
come home. Many of them will not 
marry the girls who. waited for 
them but will be profane and drunk- 
en prodigals, up and down the land, 
as were many soldiers after the 
first World War. I tell you earnest- 
ly that to ignore the pleadings of 
those who love and to wait until 
you are out of touch with those 


‘who most desire your salvation is 


terribly dangerous. When there are 
no reapers, the harvest is past. 


I thank God that very young, 
while still there were many to love 
me and pray for me and warn me, 
I was converted. When my father 
died I was a grown man, married, 
a preacher. Yet how desolate I 
felt! For a season I almost felt 


that there was no one in the world. 


to whom I could turn with absolute 
confidence in their unselfish and 
wise friendship and counsel. Many 
a time I drove through the streets 
of the little town, Decatur, Texas, 
and my car seemed to want to turn 
down West Main Street, then in 
through the gate and under the 
trees by the big, white house. But 
Dad was no longer there! I can 
well understand ‘how many a boy, 
many a girl goes fast on the road 
to Hell when those who love him 
or her best lie buried in a grave 
covered with withered flowers. 
When there is no one to pray, no 
one to warn, no one to weep, then, 
poor sinner, you have almost reach- 
ed the gates of Hell! I plead with 
vou to be saved while there are 
those about you who warn you, who 
want you to go to church, who pray 
for you every day. Such a time 
when there are loved ones’ who care 
is a harvest time. If it passes away, 
the likelihood is that you will never 
be saved. 


IV. The Harvest of the Holy 
Spirit’s Conviction and 
Pleading May Pass 
Away 

I have said that to have about 
you loved ones who would act as 
reapers and rescue you as a sheaf 
in God’s harvest offers a harvest 
time that will pass away when the 
reapers die or when loved ones get 
discouraged and give you up. But 


even more important is the truth, |: 


that no one can be saved except 
when the Spirit of God calls him 
and convicts him of his sins. 


I do not mean that there must 


be any certain degree of emotion, 
any set degree of sorrow and 
mourning. Anyone who is willing 
to turn to Christ, repenting of his 
sins and trusting Christ for salva- 
tion can be saved. But I am saying 
that only as the Spirit of God brings 
you to know that you are a sinner 
and helps you to believe that Christ 
is willing to save you, can. you be 
saved. see 

Every preacher in the world 


. 
might well despair if it were not 
for the wonderful work of the Holy 


| Spirit of God in convicting sinners. 


If I were left to preach with only 
my human resources and without 
the miracle-working, supernatural 
element of the Holy Spirit work- 
ing with me to convict and save 


sinners, I would quit preaching: 


today and never preach another 
sermon! How well: I know that the 
feeble words that I utter would not 
even be received in the brain in 
most cases. It is difficult enough 
to get attention; it is much more 
difficult to get honest consideration 
for the géspel. And to convict a 
man’s conscience that he is a poor, 
wicked sinner, to arouse him to 
his need of a Saviour; to drive him 
to decision for Christ—that is the 
work that only a supernatural 
Agent can do. Thank God, we have 
such a supernatural Agent, the 
Holy Spirit, God’s Own Spirit, who 
goes with the words of the preacher, 


or goes with the -pleading of a 


personal worker, or drives home 
the lesson in the printed page and 
convicts the sinner of his sins and 
shows him his need for Christ. 
Preachers, we may well be bold in 
condemning sin and bold in hewing 
to the line of God’s doctrine of 
salvation only through faith in the 
atoning blood of Christ. We may 
bear down hard on the need for a 
new birth from Heaven and tell 
men as Jesus told Nicodemus, “Ye 
must be born again.” For honest 
preachers Jesus said, “Lo, 1 am 
with you always, even unto the end 
of the world.” (Matt. 28:20). He 
meant that the Spirit of God would 
go with those who sought to take 
the gospel to sinners. 


Sinner, remember that Jesus 
said, “No man can come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent 
me draw him...” (John 6:44). 


Every time a sinner is converted, 
a miracle happens. Sometimes that 
miracle is obvious. The harlot is 
made pure, the drunkard is made 
sober, the arrogant atheist is made 
a humble believer, the strong man 
becomes as a little child. Sometimes 
the vilest sinner becomes obviously, 


that miracle is obvious or not, it 
always happens. When a sinner is 
saved he has a supernatural birth. 
He becomes a partaker of the divine 
‘nature. He is changed in a way 
that only God can do. This is the 
work of the Holy Spirit, the third 
Person of the Godhead. 


Almost every sinner who reads 
this remembers some time when 
God spoke to your heart. You rem- 
ember some time that you felt you 
were a sinner, guilty, lost. You 
realized that you needed salvation 
and you planned soon to be saved. 
Has that conviction passed away? 
Have you grown indifferent to the 
call of God? I warn you that some 
day you may hear the last call 
from the Spirit of God that He will 
ever bring you. I warn you, when 
there is no more moving of the 
Spirit upon your poor, sinful heart, 
you are doomed, and the harvest, 
for you, is ended. 
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manifestly, a saint. But whether | 


Usually I think we might say 
the Spirit of God strives year after 
year with the unconverted. But as 
the years come and go, there is less 
and less concern on the part of a 
sinner, less and less conviction. The 
still, small voice of the Spirit of 
God is almost unheard. The heart 
is slowly hardened. The mind be- 
comes indifferent to spiritual mat- 
ters. And one day, without knowing 
it, the sinner will have missed the 
last good chance he will ever have 
to be saved. 

In some cases, there is a great 
time of deep conviction, a time 
of terrific struggle, and then, when 
the sinner after being greatly en- 


lightened, steadfastly refuses sal-| 


vation, the Spirit of-God may leave 
him forever alone. I say there is 
such a thing-as a sinner once and 
for all committing the unpardonable 
sin and driving away the Holy 
Spirit. That is not the usual thing. 
And whether or not you have com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin, if you 
trifle with the Spirit of God, if you 
ignore Him, or resist Him until 
your ears become dull to His plead- 
ing, you will not be saved and you 
will miss Heaven just the same. 
Whether you commit the unpardon- 
able sin suddenly, or whether there 
is a slow hardening of your heart 
against the call of the Holy Spirit 
so that you never repent, the effect 
will be the same. 


Remember that God said to sin- 
ning men, “My spirit:shall not 
always strive with man” (Gen. 6:3). 

When Stephen stood before the 
council on trial for his life, that 
Sanhedrin of wicked men, headed 
by the high priest, who had killed 
the Lord Jesus and intended to 
murder him, and who had bribed 
perjured witnesses to blaspheme 
against him, Stephen did not accuse 
them of murder, did not accuse 
them of blasphemy, did not accuse 
them of corruption in office, though 
they were guilty of all these things. 
He said, “Ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost!” Oh, what sin can 
a man commit so vile as to deliber- 
ately resist the pleading of the 
Spirit of God who comes to his 
heart! A man might kill someone 
in a sudden unplanned rage which 
he never ‘intended. One might 
commit adultery, swept off his feet 
by a terrible temptation, and regret 
it as long as he lived. One might 
get drunk by slow steps that he 


come.” 


never planned, and afterwards burn 
with shame. But every person who 
resists the pleading of the Spirit 
of God, does it knowing that he is 
going against the right, and bit by 
bit resists the call of God Almighty 
Himself, through His Spirit. What 
sin could be -worse than the long 
continued sinning against the very 
call of God Himself? 


The children of Israel heard the 
call of God in audible tones from 
Mount Sinai as He gave them the 
Ten Commandments. There God 
spoke to their ears. But when the 
Holy Spirit of God speaks to a man 
He speaks not to his ears, but to 
his heart! When Jesus Christ walk- 


ed among men, some hated Him, 


blasphemed Him, rejected Him, and 
eventually crucified Him. That was 
horribly wicked. Yet remember 
that Christ appeared only to human 
eyes and spoke only to human ears, 
and was undérstood only with fal- 
lible human minds. In a sense, the 
Holy Spirit of God goes deeper than 
that, and appeals to the heart and 
will and conscience, the soul itself! 
Thus the most definite way in which 
God can ever appeal to a man is 
through the Holy Spirit. And Jesus 
said in Matthew 12:31, 32, “Where- 
fore I say unto you All manner of 
sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven 
unto men: but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not 
be forgiven unto men. And whoso- 
ever speaketh a word against the 
Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him: but Whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not 
be forgiven him, neither in this 
world, neither in the world to 
The worst sin a man can 
ever commit is the deliberate re- 
jection of the call of the Spirit of 
God in his own heart! The most 
dangerous sin, fraught with the 
most eternal importance is this 
Same sin, when one resists the call 
of the Holy Spirit to accept Christ 
and be saved. 


It may be the Spirit of God will 
not suddenly leave you, never to, 


call again. I do not know. It may 
be that you will not in one second 
of time commit the unpardonable 
sin, that blaspheming resistance, 
rejection which amounts to blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, the 
unpardonable sin. I do not know. 
Neither do you. But I know that 
to fail to hear the call of this ten- 
der, Almighty Spirit is sin and 
folly beyond human words to tell. 
Oh, do not resist the Holy Spirit! 

When the Spirit of God pleads 
with your heart, brings conviction, 
makes you feel your need of Christ, 
it is time to be saved. When God’s 
Holy Spirit calls. you, that is har- 
vest time. I beg you, do not let 
that harvest pass away and leave 
you unsaved. 

Those who sinned under the law, 
we are told, were stoned “at -the 
mouth of two or three witnesses.” 
But how much sorer shall be the 


punishment of those who have re- 


jected Christ, trampled under feet 
the blood, “and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of Grace” (Heb. 
10:29). To despise the Holy Spirit, 
to resist Him, to insult Him, or 
even- to ignore Him, is desperate 
sin and brings desperate danger and 
terrible punishment! 

There is no way for any sinner 
ever to be saved except as the 
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Spirit of God convicts him and leads 
him to surrender and trust. When 
the Holy Spirit speaks to your heart 
it is harvest time. Will you miss 
this passing harvest? How many 
millions in Hell resisted, neglected 
the Spirit’s call, and would not be 
saved when God and the Holy Spirit 
invited them and pleaded with them. 
And now in Hell the lament of-a 
lost soul is theirs: “The harvest 
is past, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved!” 


V. The Harvest and Oppor- 
tunity of Revival Time 
Passes Away 

It is a startling fact, which I 
have verified by a canvass of great 
crowds all over America, that most 
of the people who are ever saved 
are saved during revival seasons, 
during special evangelistic services. 
A month ago in a union revival cam- 
paign at Fargo, North Dakota, in 
the City Auditorium, I asked the 
crowd of about 800, most of whom 
claimed to be Christians, just when 
they were saved. About 8 had been 
saved in Sunday School, a. half- 
dozen or so in morning services in 
their churches, 4 or 5 at prayer 
meeting, perhaps a dozen or 15 in 
the regular Sunday evening services 
of their churches, and I estimate 


that there were 30 or 40 who said 


they were converted at home— 
rather a larger number than usual. 
But the overwhelming majority, 
probably 4 out of 5 said that they 
were converted in special evangel- 
istic services, special revival. cam- 
paigns. Two weeks ago I asked the 
same question in the large, spirit- 
ually active and prosperous High- 
land Park Baptist Church, Detroit. 
There some more were saved in 
Sunday School, and some more in 
the Sunday evening service, I sup- 
pose, not so many converted in the 
home; but again, an overwhelming 
majority said that they were 
converted in special evangelistic 
services, some special revival effort. 
In dozens of congregations, I do 
not remember ever to have seen 


- that test put without finding that a 


great majority of-all-the Christians 
in all the churches were converted 
and were led to join the church as 
a result of special revival services. 

There are powerful lessons for 
us here. The first lesson is that 
when revivals get out of date and 
when churches have no more special 
evangelistic campaigns, then the 
churches will die, as they ought to 
die. The churches of Jesus Christ, 


all true Bible churches, live on 


revivals! Evangelists are not very 
popular in America. Many pastors 
love to sneer at the “sensational” 
preaching of the evangelist, as they 
call it: preaching about Heil and 
judgment and the new birth and 
the wages of sin. But these.same 
pastors would have no churches; 
no nice, easy positions; no fat 
salaries; no comfortable homes if 
they were not cared for by the 
people converted in revivals. For 
churches to turn against revival 
campaigns, against 
against evangelistic preaching, is 
not only wickedness, but also short- 
sighted folly. When revivals die, 
then Christianity dies. All the other 
ways of winning souls in the world, 
do not win so many to Christ as 
special evangelistic campaigns. 
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But there is a lesson here for 
lost sinners, too. When there are 
special evangelistic services, that 
is a rich harvest time, the best time 
for sinners to be saved. When 
church people are called to special 
prayer, when there is special evan- 
gelistic preaching, when there is 
special advertising, special music 
and unusual efforts to win the lost, 
then it is time for sinners to seek 
the Lord! If you who are uncon- 
verted go through a revival un- 
converted, then the closing of that 
special revival effort is the passing 
of a great slice of your opportunity 
to be saved. Most people who are 
not saved when there is some 
special revival service on will not 
be saved. | 

I know that churches ought to 
win souls, and many of them do, 
in their regular services. I know 
that many Sunday School teachers 
are continually enlisting and win- 
ning pupils to Christ. I know that 
many a pastor regularly draws the 
net and gives the gospel invitation 
Sunday morning and Sunday night. 
{ know that many personal workers 
from house to house, or in the shop 
or on the street car, earnestly seek 


efforts! He does bless them and 
will do so. But we had as well 
remember that most of the people 
who are ever saved are saved in 
some special revival campaign. To 
let such a season go by without 
seeking the Lord and finding Him 
is folly and wickedness. 

For somebody who reads these 
words, this printed sermon is your 
revival. If you are unsaved, it is 
not likely that you often read re- 
vival sermons. It is not every day 
that you have the gospel plainly 
put to you. For the sinner who 
reads this sermon, this is your re- 
vival. This is your special evangel- 
istic service. This is your‘ harvest. 
If you lay this paper down, ignor- 
ing these words that God is using 
to convict and save others, you may 
go to Hell: forever. When the im- 
pression God makes on your heart 
by this sermon is ignored, then a 
certain harvest time is past for 
you. You may never again have as 
good a chance to be saved as you 
have this moment. This printed 
sermon will face you at the judg- 
ment bar of an angry God, if you 
ignore my pleading. As I write I 
pray God may make this your glad 
harvest. ‘Oh, get on God’s train 
now, before it is too late! 


VI. The Harvest of Life Itself 
Will Certainly, Perhaps 
Suddenly, End 

I have said that the harvest of 
youth passes away. Who can doubt 
it? Some who read these lines have 
faces that are wrinkled. The snows 
of the passing winters show on your 
gray head! I have said that the 
harvest time of God’s special deal- 
ing, circumstances that favored 
your- salvation, have passed away. 
Some of you would not be saved 
when you were sick, would not 
repent when you got in trouble, 
never thought to turn to God when 
great blessings were given. That 
harvest has passed away for you. 
I have said that the harvest time 
when there were reapers who loved 
you, loved ones who would have won 
you to Christ, is gone. Perhaps your 
mother’s body has long lain in the 
grave since her spirit went home 
to God. Perhaps those who once 
plead with you to be. saved have now 
given you up for lost and no longer 
seek your salvation. Those who 
loved you best now have little 


|chance to plead for your soul and|~ 


that harvest is’ passed away. I 
have reminded you that the Holy 
Spirit of God, convicting you, 
brought the best chance you would 
ever have to be saved. Perhaps for 
years you have ignored His plead- 
ings until now your heart has grown 
stony and cold and indifferent. Per- 
haps you do not longer feel much 
the wooing of the Holy Spirit. You 
have been convicted, perhaps, but 
do not feel so keenly your sin, your 
danger, and the need for Christ. 
That harvest, I fear, has largely 
passed away with some who read 


the lost. May God bless all such 


through special evangelistic cam- 
paigns, have heard the earnest 
preaching of men of God who want- 
ed to keep you out of Hell. Perhaps 
the plaintive and haunting melodies 
of the invitation hymn have rung 
in your soul and then the last ser- 
vice came and went and you left 
the house of God unconverted still, 
undecided, despite all the efforts of 
God’s people. Harvest time after 
harvest time has passed away. 
Opportunity after opportunity has 
been spurned and ignored. Then I 
come to bring you the last warning: 
even life itself comes to’ an end. 
The sum total of all the harvests 
will soon pass away and your poor 
soul- wil -yet--be unsaved unless 
you beware! 

I have heard people pray, good, 
well-meaning people, who closed 
their prayer with these words: 
“And save us at last in Heaven.” 
Never pray that prayer! That is a 
hateful, wicked, un-Scriptural pray- 
er! It dishonors God, it deceives 
sinners. Nobody ever gets saved 
in Heaven. People get saved on 
earth. Nobody ever gets saved the 
other side of death. That must be 
settled this side of death. Death 
ends every opportunity to repent. 
Death is the end of every call of 
the Spirit of God. Death is the end 
of all hearing of the gospel. The 
new birth must take place in this 
world, not in the next. If you are 
ever to be saved, you must be saved 
before God’s door of mercy closes 
forever for you, when your heart 
ceases to beat, or when your mind 
is no longer conscious. The idea 
that anybody will ever be saved 
after a time in purgatory is not 
even mentioned or hinted in the 
Bible.- The thought that some may 
be saved at the judgment time be- 
cause their works are so good, 
though they were not converted 
here on earth—that idea is folly 
and wickedness, without a single 
verse of Scripture to encourage it. 
When death comes, then eternal 
doom comes for the unconverted 
sinner. Life itself passes away. 
And when death comes, then every 
poor soul who opens the eyes of 
consciousness in another world will 
find, were he unconverted at death, 
that he has awakened in Hell. Like 
the rich man who died and was 
buried, “and in hell he lift up his 
eyes, being in torment,” so will it 
be for every poor sinner who dies 
unconverted. Death is the end of 
the harvest! 

Death is nearly always an unwel- 
come guest. Likewise, death is 
nearly always the unexpected guest. 
I have stood at many dying bed- 
sides, preached funerals for hun- 
dreds. I have seen the loved ones 
gather around the casket of a father 
who died, at eighty, after long 
months of lingering illness with 
cancer, and I have heard them say 
as they wrung their hands, “Oh, 
it was so sudden! I didn’t think 
it would be so soon!” So, though 
death may come with a lingering 
illness or may come with the crash 
of an accident, yet death, to the 
unconverted, always comes as the 
unwelcome intruder. 

At Decatur, Texas, a large, 
healthy man leaned on the tent 
ropes and listened to the preaching, 
mocked at the invitation, laughed 


with him to be saved. He was 
seventy years old. A few months 
later, after an appendicitis opera- 


at the personal worker who plead |' 


tion, he lay on his bed screaming, 
“OQ God! Give me more time! I’ve 
got to have time to repent. It isn’t 
fair to make me die like this. Give 
me more time! O, God, I’m not 
ready to die!” Despite his seventy 
years, despite the major operation, 
despite the solemn warning of his 
doctor, he faced death like a glaring 
monster, unwelcome and unexpect- 
ed, which must devour him. His 
last conscious word was one of 
horror. What must have been the 
fearful awakening. the other side 
of death! After seventy long years 
his harvest was~passed forever. 

I preached the gospel to a lad of 


twenty. His mother pleaded with 


him, his father sw His 
brother and two sisters were saved. 
Many of his companions were con- 
verted. He laughed off his convic- 
tions, said he would have plenty 
of time to be saved. He was en- 
treated by his mother with tears 
at the luncheon table, to no avail. 
In thirty minutes he was dead, 
killed by a train. And it is just the 
same whether death comes at 
seventy or at twenty; death is the 
end of the harvest. 

Remember the solemn warning 
of Proverbs 29:1, “He that being 
often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and 
vhat without remedy.” ; 

This sermon printed in The 
Sword of the Lord, will reach 35,000 
homes. Suppose we estimate that 
two people in each home will read 
this sermon, a total of 70,000 
people. How long will these 70,000 
people live? I do not doubt that 
practically every one of them will 
be dead in seventy years. That 
means that one thousand of you 
who read these lines today must 
die within one year, two thousand 
within two years, and so on until 
70,000 have died in seventy years. 
That means that more than eighty- 
three of you who read these 
lines will die, on an average, every 
month. One out of the 70,000 will 
be dead within the next eight hours 
and thirty-eight minutes! Stop and 
think what that means! By this 
time tomorrow, three people who 
are now reading this sermon will 
probably be dead and will be either 
in Hell or in Heaven, depending on 
whether or not they were converted, 
saved. Of you who read this, some- 
body will be dead and your harvest 
past forever in about eight hours 
and thirty-eight minutes. And at 
that approximate rate the 70,000 
people who read this. message will 
continue to die. By the time you 
pick up the next issue of The Sword 
of the Lord, one week from this 


day, about twenty people who read 
this sermon will already be dead, 
according to the law of averages. 
Can’t you see, poor reader, that it 
is folly—wicked, senseless folly—to 
delay your salvation a moment? 
Soon, for you, the last harvest will 
be over, the last opportunity past 
forever. And in Hell you will have 
the lost soul’s lament, “The harvest 
is past, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved.” God’s harvest 
passes. God’s summer comes to an 
end. God’s last train for Heaven, 
as far as you are concerned, may 
soon depart. Oh, be saved today! 
Get on God’s train while you can! 
Be saved before the harvest is past. 
.-Before you lay down this paper, 
will’ you*now repent of your sins, 
now turn to Christ for mercy? Will 
you now trust Him and receive Him 
as your own Saviour? He loves you. 
He died for you. You cannot save 
yourself. But Christ is willing to 
save you, and He will do it, this 
moment, if you will simply, honest- 
ly, turn your heart from sin and 
trust in Him, depend on Him. You 


You risk the bank to keep your 
money. You risk a-lawyer if you 
get in jail. Oh, then, today risk 
Jesus Christ. Trust Him, depend 
on Him, believe Him today! If you 
will turn your’ soul over to Christ 
in faith, then today all your sins 
will be forgiven and you will have 
everlasting life and be a born-again 
child of God. 


“Now is the day of salvation,” 
says the Scripture (II Cor. 6:2). 
(Continued on Page 7.) 
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The Federal Council... 


(Continued from Page 3) 
ing in civil colleges and universities and 
to provide for the elimination of all mili- 
tary training in high schools. 

We pledge ourselves to the support of 
these and kindred policies on the part of 
our government. 

In this hour of world crisis we commend 
the President, the officers of our Govern- 
ment, and the Congress to the God of peace 
and of righteousness, and we pray that to 
these our chosen representatives there may 
come both the vision of a warless world and 
the purpose and the will to work for its 
consummation (pp. 200, 201). 

Biennial Report of 1936, Depart- 
ment of International Justice and 


Goodwill. 

We have been gravely concerned over the 
precipitous rise in the Army- and Navy 
budgets and are appalled by the programs 
of the War and Navy Departments which 
call this year for an expenditure of more 
than a billion dollars. This Department 
collaborated with the National Peace Con- 
ference in carrying the issue to the nation, 
and the Secretary in his capacity as Di- 
rector of the Conference was responsible 
for the drawing up of the statement en- 
titled “An Appeal to the President and 
Congress of the United States,” which pro- 
test was signed by nearly five hundred 
persons, including many college presidents, 
military leaders, religious leaders and lay- 
men. The appeal was given wide publicity 
in the. press. The President was so im- 
pressed with the character of the appeal 
that he invited the Secretary and other 
representatives of the agencies working 
for peace to come to the White House for 
an interview. This interview was held ‘on 
March 13, 1936. 

The Department communicated with the 
secretaries of city and state councils of 
churches concerning the Naval Appropria- 
tions Bill, setting forth the facts and urg- 
ing them to express their views in regard 
to it. Numerous ministers’ associations, 
church conferences, and local congrega- 
tions sent resolutions and petitions of pro- 
test. The Department’s efforts at this point 
seem to have been of no avail BUT THE 
CHURCHES ARE LEARNING HOW TO 
EXPRESS THEMSELVES IN A UNITED 
VOICE against policies which they believe 
to be contributory to war (pp. 119, 120). 


Biennial Report of 1936, the Status 
of the Chaplaincy in Army and 
Navy. 

Excerpts from a Report by the 
Department of Research and Edu- 
cation: 

With reference to the war question, the 
Protestant churches have been moving 


i= ——“gtadnady toward a position of outright 


rs 
, 


repudiation. Again and again responsible 
national and regional ecclesiastical bodies 
have declared that war is unchristian. 
Nearly 13,000 ministers-have gone on rec- 
ord declaring their intention to be con- 
scientious objectors in the event of war. 
The Social Ideals of the Churches, as re- 
vised by the Federal Council of Churches in 
2932, declare for the “repudiation of war.” 
Such declarations of principle unmistakably 
eall for a careful scrutiny of the churches’ 
own practice. 

On the other hand we have assumed in 


making this study that if an unfavorable 


judgment should be arrived at with ref- 
erence to the chaplaincy as it now exists 
the moral requirements of the situation 
would not be met by a mere declaration of 
that judgment. We believe that, in general, 
the churches recognize a responsibility to 
carry a Christian ministry to men in the 
armed services of the nation both in time 
of war and in time of peace. This conclu- 
sion would seem to flow inevitably from 
the concept of a universal Christian mis- 
sion. The churches have not declared that 
a man cannot be an acceptable member of 
the Christian fellowship if he engages in 
war. It may be that organized Christianity 
is moving toward such an attitude in the 
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development of its corporate moral discip- 
tine to engage in war. But whether or not 
the extreme pacifist position will one day 
be adopted by the Church as a whole, it is 
now impossible to say. 

It should be noted that at the present time 
?“rotestant chaplains are nominated by de- 
signed denominational .authority, recom- 
mended by the General Committee on Army 
and Navy Chaplains, and commissioned by 
ne President of the United States. The 
szeneral Committee on Army and Navy 
~haplains, while it includes representatives 
vf certain denominations that are not mem- 
vers of the Federal Council of Churches, 
,aunctions as a committee of the Federal 
Council in so far as the interests and re- 
sponsibilities of the latter body are con- 
cerned (pp. 51, 52). 


Annual Report of 1937, Depart- 
ment of International Justice and 
Goodwill. 


During the year church groups have joined 
with others in opposing compulsory mili- 
tary training in colleges and all military 
training in high schools. The compulsory 
feature has been abolished at the Univer- 
sity of North Dakota and at North Dakota 
Agricultural College. Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology has granted exemption 
to conscientious objectors. Movements to 
introduce Junior R.O.T.C. . units into high 
schools have been defeated in a number of 
cities, in some instances largely through 
the activities of ministerial associations 
which have used our informational material 
to advantage. Our pamphlet on “The 
Churches and Military Training” has been 
revised and widely distributed. The official 
statements of the Council and of various 
denominations were read into the record of 
the Congressional hearings on the bill to 
abolish compulsory military training in 
colleges. 

One of the most important bills introduced 
in Congress during the year was the Shep- 
pard-Hill Bill making provision for war- 
time mobilization. In keeping with the 
pronouncement of the Executive Committee 
on such measures over a period of years, 
the Department strenuously opposed this 
measure. It distributed copies of the bill 
and an analysis of it to the religious press 
and to church leaders generally and had its 
opposition recorded in the hearings before 
Congressional committees (pp. 40, 41). 


Biennial Report of 1938, 
ment of International Justice and 
Goodwill. 


On January 29, 1938, when Congress was 
considering a proposal for greatly increas- 
ing expenditures in our naval and military 
establishments, the Executive Committee 
adopted the following statement: 

The Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica registers its disapproval of the proposed 
increase of naval and military expenditures 
beyond the budget already submitted for 
the fiscal year 1938-1939, as UNWAR- 
RANTED BY ANY EVIDENCE THUS 
FAR PRESENTED AND CALCULATED 
IN THE PRESENT WORLD SITUATION 
TO STIMULATE THE SPIRIT OF FEAR 
AND UNREST WHICH IS THE PARENT 
OF WAR! (p. 94). 


From the Minutes of the Executive 


Committee, March 24, 1939. 

The Federal Council of Churches ex- 
presses grave misgivings over the recom- 
mendation of the President to train 20,000 
pilots a year in our civilian colleges and 
universities, in view of its bearing upon 
the policies of the national government 
with reference to education. This suggested 
program may constitute a dangerous inva- 
sion of our egucation system for military. 
purposes (p. 101). 


The above extensive quotations 
may be tedious to. the average read- 
er but they do fix upon the Federal 
Council, up to the limit of its in- 
fluence and ability, a large measure 
of the responsibility for the state 
of unpreparedness in which we 
found ourselves on December 7, 
1941. 

In his book entitled, SECRET 
OF VICTORIOUS LIVING* pub- 
lished in 1937, Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick said, “Recently 20,000 
American ministers 


free catalogue. 


608 S. 15th St. 


Tabernacle Baptist Book Store 


Invites all races and creeds er no creed, to visit world’s 
church book store, with widest variety of religious titles west. of 
Mississippi, where you get best for less, frem a non prefit organ- 
ization. Part of profit goes to customers, and part to service men 
and others in books worldwide. A $1.00 book free to customers with 
each $5.00 cash order. We have finest sermon boeks (all kinds) 
by all faiths: Bible studies, Reference books, Character building, 
Christian Biographies, clean Fiction, Great Doctrines, Commentaries, 
Dictionaries, Concordances, Devotional, Meditation, Theology. Pro- 
phecy, History: Books for all tastes of men, women, boys, girls, 
young people, and also Religious Education, and non sectarian 
titles. We have many titles not listed in our catalogue. Write for 


TABERNACLE BAPTIST BOOK STORE 


largest 


— 7 


Waco, Texas _| 


nant PEAR YS Lee | Oe 


Depart- 


of religion: 


answered a questionnaire, and of 
that number nearly 13,000 said they 
would never sanction, or as armed 
combatants, participate in another 
war” (p. 99). 

Although our government has 
consistently provided other forms 
of service for conscientious objec- 
tors, Dr. Fosdick cannot resist 
playing upon the emotions of those 
with a martyr complex. He says, 
“Some of us, if war comes, face 
about the most unpleasant thing 
that a man can face—not going to 
the trenches; no, that is bad enough, 
but that is not the worst—refusing 
to go to the trenches and being 
treated as a traitor” (Ibid., p. 102). 


He suggests, “Every nation 
should pledge itself never to cross 
its boundary lines with a military 
force; and to show that they mean 
not to cross in aggressive war, they 
should disarm themselves of all 
offensive weapons with which they 
could cross. Let them keep defen- 
sive weapons but disarm themselves 
of all offensive weapons—mobile 
artillery, tanks, military airplanes, 
wide-ranging cruisers” (Ibid., p. 
104). All of this would be excellent 
if the pledges of certain nations 
had any value. 


There is a remarkable degree of 
simple gullibility in Dr. Fosdick’s 
feeling of assurance regarding the 
security of the United States. He 
says, “As for the idea _ which, 
strangely enough, still occupies the 
imaginings of some people that a 
nation might decide to ravage con- 
tinental United States with war— 
and might cross the ocean to do it— 
that is so extremely improbable 
that anybody who bases his attitude 
toward war on such a_ prospect 
rules himself out of intelligent dis* 
cussion . .. If sometime, from 
somewhere, a nation crosses thou- 
sands of miles of ocean and begins a 
triumphal march from the AI- 
leghenies to the Rockies, we un- 
doubtedly will do the same thing 
(defend ourselves). But it is an 
impossibility and every sane person 
knows it. That is a red herring 
which has been a long time dead. 
Even when one thinks of Hawaii 
and Alaska, the chance of a direct 
assult upon this nation’s territory 
is in the highest degree improbable” 
Ibid., p. 105). 

Dr. Fosdick also says, “There is 
hardly anything more needed now 
in the international situation than 
a multitude of people who will sit 
in radical judgment on the actions 
of their government, so that when 
the governments of the world begin 
to talk war they will know that 
surely they must face a mass of 
people rising up to say: ‘War? Why 
war? We are no longer dumb 
beasts to be led to the slaughter; 
we no longer think that any state 
on earth is God Almighty’” 
(CHRISTIANITY AND PROG- 
RESS, p. 186). 

Such was. the pacifism of the 
period immediately preceding the 
present war as promoted by the 
Federal Council and voiced by its 
leaders. It was a well-intentioned 
effort but a disastrous one. Its 
fruitage was a sense of false secur- 
ity, a division of opinion as to the 
moral right of this country to take 
adequate measures in preparation 
for the inevitable attack of Japan, 
for which, in the plain view of all 
the world, she had been making 
feverish preparation for many 
years. 

It is difficuit to reconcile the 
extreme pacifism of the Federal 
Council in the “Armistice Period,” 
with the willingness of their spokes- 
men to discuss revolution against 
the government and the American 
way of life. Dr.Kirby Page plumps 
for revolution. Dr. Ivan Lee Holt 


- 


‘|jtalks pacifism and revolution in 


the same breath, leaving one with 
the impression that he is unwilling 
to sanction the use of force against 
anyone except his fellow Americans 
who like the capitalistic system. 
Here it is with unblushing frank- 
ness: ; | 

If Protestantism should turn to a fuller 


social gospel it would mean not only a 
denunciation of war but a severance of 


‘any connection with it. It would mean not 


only a willingness to be imprisoned rather 


than invoke a blessing on armies in the 
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field, but it would mean a withdrawal of 
chaplains from service with the army and 
navy. IT WOULD SEEK AN OVER- 
THROW OF THE PRESENT CAPITAL- 
ISTIC SYSTEM. There are those who 
feel that the profit motive is wrong and 
that there can never be happiness for 
humankind until the present economic 
system gives way to some co-operative 
scheme. Such preachers look to Kagawa 
of Japan as the world’s real Christian; 
they would follow him in organizing co- 
operatives and thus revolutionize the econ- 
omic order. It might mean revolution. 
THERE HAVE BEEN THOSE ‘WHO, 
WHILE OPPOSED TO THE USE OF 
FORCE IN INTERNATIONAL RELA- 
TIONS, WOULD NOT HESITATE TO USE 
FORCE IN THE OVERTHROW OF AN 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM WHICH THEY RE- 
GARD AS UNCHRISTIAN AND VICIOUS. 

In a recent article on “Paths to Peaceful 
Revolution,” published in the CHRISTIAN 
CENTURY, Mr. Kirby Page uses these 
words: ... “A questionnaire which was 
responded to by nearly 21,000 clergymen 
and rabbis showed that 18,324 of these 
ministers favor a’ co-operative common- 
wealth, as contrasted with 1,035 supporting 
rugged individualism. Moreover, 87 per 
cent of those replying were willing to have 
their answers made public. Approximately 
6,009 expressed themselves as favoring 
socialism, and nearly 10,000 as supporting 
drastically reformed capitalism.” Such 
words reveal the conviction of a man who 
believes that the system must be changed 
and that the Church must take a prominent 
part in the overthrow of this system. A 
revolution must: come, and the Church must 


‘be a leader in the revolution though it is 


to be a peaceful revolution. 

It must be apparent to thoughtful persons 
that peaceiul revolutions are slow in coming 
and long of duration. The only revolution 
which succeeds quickly is a bloody revolu- 
tion. Are some of those who favor a 
peaceful revolution really setting the stage 
for a bloody revolution by their insistence 
on a speedy overthrow of capitalism? 

- In order to understand more fully 
the problem the Church faces in the eco- 
nomic crisis, we need to remember, also, 
that there are Protestant leaders who be- 
lieve that war is inevitable and peace 
impossible as long as nations are capital- 
istic. They feel that there is a very close 
connection between war and capitalism; 
therefore, any man who wants peace in 
the world must seek to overthrow capitalism 
in his own nation. Such great momentum 
has this: view gained that a man who seeks 
a co-operative commonwealth and eventually 
a co-operative world through the process of 
education is likely to be regarded as a 
reactionary and as one who stands in 
the way of the triumphs of Christianity. 
(THE SEARCH FOR A NEW STRATEGY 
IN PROTESTANTISM, pp. 31, 32, 58-61). 

This same sort of warped think- 
ing has led the Church astray in 
respect to doctrine, the authenticity, 
authority, and divine inspiration of 
the Bible, and in respect to inter- 
national politics. It is time for us 
to awaken to these dangers, re- 
pudiate this blind leadership of 
Bible-rejectors, and unite for the 
prosecution of the real task for 
which the church was commissioned. 

Some of us are old-fashioned 
enough to believe still that the doc- 
trine of the separation of Church 
and State is a good doctrine and 
that our task as the ambassadors 
of God is not to make the Church 
a political machine to run the 
governments of the world but to 
evangelize. 

Our sin respecting Japan is not 
that we have excluded her immi- 
grants when they came in numbers 
that could not be assimilated in our 
American melting pot, nor that we 
provided defenses against aggres- 


sion (pitifully inadequate as time | 


revealed them to be). Our sin is 
that we did not spend millions in- 
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jm 2 et 
stead of thousands in bringing to 
Japan the message of salvation 
through the atoning work of our 
Lord on the Cross. A Christian 
Japan would not have attacked us 
and made necessary the sacrifices 
of thousands of lives and billions of 
dollars. Because of our failure we 
are burning up our national wealth 
at a terrific rate in an effort to 
overcome the mistakes of the past. 

Let us again emphasize the point 
that nothing we have said should 
be considered as censure of any 
individual or group which believes 
that it is wrong for them to engage 
in the killing of their fellow men. 
For them we have the greatest 
respect and sympathy. But we are 
definitely against the organized 
propaganda promoted by organized 
infidelity which left us nearly de- 
fenseless as a nation. 

(Continued on Page 7.) 
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PAGE SEVEN. 


With The Evangelists 


(Continued from Page 1.) 


With the Associate Editor in 
Marion, Indiana 

I have just returned from a two 
weeks’ meeting conducted in the 
First United Brethren Church, Mar- 
ion, Indiana, Rev. A. Bash Arford, 
pastor. God gave a. wonderful vic- 
tory with many Christians dedicat- 
ing their lives to the Lord, and a 
goodly number of conversions. The 
attendance increased each night 
and in the last week the church was 
well filled at all evening services. 
There was one very remarkable 
conversion of a man who played an 
electraharp (newest electronic in- 
strument) in the orchestra of the 
leading night club in the city. His 
wife had been coming to the meet- 
ing through the invitation of one 
of the members of the church. On 
Sunday afternoon I was walking 
down town seeking a place to eat 
and met this woman and her hus- 
band. After a short conversation 
together I discovered he was not 
saved and invited him to attend the 
service in the evening and made 
an appointment to see him the next 
day at the hotel. 


He attended the service and on 
Monday afternoon we spent three 
hours with him presenting the plan 
of God for salvation. It was on the 
following Sunday afternoon that he 
and his wife together came forward 
and publicly trusted the Lord Jesus 
as their personal Savior. My, what 
a time we had! He has resigned his 
position in which he earned nearly 
$100.00 a week for something like 
twenty-four hours of work and is 
now planning to go to work in a 
grocery store. How we pray that 
God will lead him to some school 
like the Moody Bible Institute 
where he can study and then go 
out to play his instrument for God’s 
glory! 


GREAT CONFERENCE ON 
EVANGELISM AT WINONA 
LAKE, INDIANA 
July 15th through 21st, 1945 


We have just confirmed our 
agreement with the Winona Lake 
Assembly Grounds Association for 
the use of their grounds and build- 
ings for a great Conference on 
Evangelism to last a whole week 
from July 15th through 21st. 

America’s leading evangelists and 
Gospel singers will assist in pre- 
senting a truly outstanding pro- 
gram. The following men have 
already accepted our invitation to 
assist on’ the program: Dr. Hyman 


Appelman, Dr. Sam Morris, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, 
Rev. Jesse M. Hendley, Dr. B. R. 
Lakin, Pastor of The Cadle Taber- 
nacle, Indianapolis, Indiafa, Rev. 
G. P. Comer, Pastor, First Meth- 
odist Church, Waco, Texas, Stratton 
Shufelt, Dr. John R. Rice, Dr. Rob- 
ert J. Wells, and Rev. E. T. Tindley. 

We suggest that you plan now 
to spend this week with us. Watch 
for further detailed announcements 
and pray for God’s blessings. 


The Federal Council 


(Continued from Page 6.) 

Now that we are at war there has 
been an almost complete cessation 
of the brave talk on the part of 
modernist leaders about their 
willingness to face trial or im- 
prisonment for treason for their 
convictions. One wonders whether 
they have come to a different view 
regarding the righteousness of self- 
defense in such circumstances as we 
face at present. Do they now be- 
lieve it is a good thing that we 
have crossed our boundaries and 
sent our expeditionary forces to 
the far ends ofithe earth? We have 
reason to believe that they still 
are secretly committed to the same 
policy to which they gave voice in 
the thirties. Perhaps they only re- 
frain from speaking out because, 
after all, jail is not pleasant. 

The “drive” of the Federal Coun- 
cil is now transferred to safer 
grounds—the question of what shall 
happen at the peace table-after the 
war is over. 

A four-day International Round 

Table of Christian Leaders conven- 
ed by the Commission (of the Fed- 
eral Council) to study the Bases 
of a Just and Durable Peace was 
held in Princeton, N. J., in August, 
1948. Among the ten points adopted 
were the following, which indicate 
that the Commission is as willing 
to jeopardize the security of the 
United States now as were the 
Council leaders in the twenties and 
thirties: 
_ That drastic reduction in armaments by 
United Nations should, as quickly as pos- 
sible, give way to a universal order and 
not be consolidated into a closed military 
alliance to establish a preponderance of 
power or a concert of power. 

That drastic reduction in armaments be 
undertaken as steps toward the goals 
envisaged in the Atlantic Charter of the 
“sbandonment of the use of force and 


lifting from the people of the world the 
crushing burden of armaments.” 


We have.no objection to the high 
ideal expressed in these statements, 
but we are perfectly well aware 
that they constitute the opening 
tocsin for a new march on the Con- 
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gress to persuade it to scuttle its 
warships, destroy its offensive and 
defensive armaments, invite the 
aggressor nations to equal priv- 
ileges in the Council of Nations, and 
a new opportunity to bring chaos 
to civilization within a generation. 

It is my conviction that we have 


in prospect in the church and nation |. 


the most widespread and potentially 
disastrous propaganda effort the 
world has ever seen. The spearhead 
of this plan, which will be world- 
wide in its scope, will be the liberal 
ecumenical movement of which the 
Federal Council and its seven pros- 
pective affiliates (soon to be re- 
named the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United 
States, according to its present 
plans) is the American arm. 
Should this amalgamation be con- 
summated there is good reason to 
fear that it will be used as a tool 
for the development of collectivism 
as a successor to our American form 
of government, as a promotional 
agency for a world state, and as an 
oppressor of the religious liberties 
of those who do not come within 
its camp. 
(The above is article three by Dr. 
J. Elwin Wright, Executive Secre- 
tary of the National Association 
Of Evangelicals as an appraisal of 
the Federal Council of Churches. 
It is carefully written, with Chris- 
tian spirit and moderate language. 
Three more articles by Dr: Wright 
on this same general subject, under 
the heading “DEATH IN THE 
POT” will appear in The Sword Of 
The Lord. See that your pastor 
knows about these important, au- 
thoritative and timely articles. All 
six articles may be had in one 
pamphlet DEATH IN THE POT. 
Write for it, sending 25 cents a 


copv. either to The Sword Of The}. 


Lord Publishers, 145 N. Hale St., 
Wheaton, Ill., or to The Fellow- 
ship Press, 9 Park St., Boston, 
Mass. ) 


Missing God’s Last... 


(Continued from Page 5) 
Not some other day, but now, this 


very day. 
“Behold, now is the accepted 
time” (II Cor. 6:2). Not some 


other time, but now. 

“Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near: let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon” 
(Isaiah 55:6, 7). God is near this 
moment. He may be found just 


now. Will you seek Him now, trust: 


Him now, turn to Him now with all 
your Heart? If so, I beg you, sign 
the statement below today. Here 
and now take Christ as your Sav- 
iour and go on record. Then I hope 
you will tell some loved one what 
you have done and then write me 
a letter or card and copy this decis- 
ion so I may rejoice with you. I 
will write a personal letter of 
council and will rejoice with you. 


And oh, how the angels in Heaven |} 


will rejoice that you have been 
saved! 


My Decision For Christ 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 
145 North Hale St. 

Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your sermon on 
“Missing God’s Last Train For 
Heaven.” 


often called me to be saved. Oh, 
I do not want to miss God’s harvest, 
so here and now, today, I repent 
of my sins. I trust Christ to for- 
give me and’save me today. I give 
Him my heart and depend on Him 
for everlasting life. I sign my name 
here as a token that I now trust in 
Jesus and claim Him as my own 
personal Saviour. 


SIGNED 


ADDRESS..... 


DATE 


I know that I am a}/| 
|poor sinner. I know that God has 
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CONTINUAL BURNT OFFERING — Daily meditions 
on the Word of God, by Dr. H. A. Ironside. Price $1.00 


BEYOND ROMANCE — A true story of a young mis- 
sionary couple, far more interesting than any work of 


fiction. Every Christian young person should have this 
book. Price $1.25 


JAMES H. McCONKEY — A man of God, an unusual 
man, deeply spiritual and widely used—this biography 
is highly commended by Dr. Ironside, Henry W. Frost, 
Schuyler English and others. Price __________. $1.00 


THE STORY HOUR SERIES — 
Unsurpassed in appeal, Christian 
teaching, number of illustra- 
tions, beauty and size. Amazing 
low price. Five titles — four 
Bible story books, one charac- 
ter building story book. 

Stories of Jesus, ages 6 to 10 

Bible ABC-Book, ages 3 to 7 

Favorite Bible Stories 

ages 6 to 10 

Bible Primer ~~ ages 3 to 6 

A Hive of Busy Bees— 

Bee Obedient, Bee Grateful, 

Bee Polite, etc. ages 10 to 14 
(REN SE ei Ace ie PO 


Three for $1.00 


MEN’S WALLETS, leather, permanent calendar, Scrip- 
ture text stamped in gold. Colors, brown and black. 
ee OO cuuoubeinny ae euee $3.50 

$2.50 


LADIES’ WALLETS — Blue pin seal, linned with red 
and white, Scripture text stamped in gold. Price,$1.50 


The Sawid Book Ross 


145 N. Hale St. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee anise ee ees oe 


7 


Pin seal 


lc cee ee Ed 


7 ry 
Yan, ¢ 
Minty 
Wheaton, IIl. 7 
ea 
n, y 
<ifes 
a Ps 


> oe 4 er ne s.r 
wet 


PAGE EIGHT.. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD ie 


a 


emery 


SAIS 
UKE 


te 5 Sie 


« 

The Ruin OF A 
@ a 
Christian 
Newest book of Dr. Rice. This is 
written specially to Christians, to 
bring about a revival. It scriptur- 
ally reproves, rebukes, exhorts, it 
gently probes the hearts, diagnoses 
the ills, stirs the consciences of 


Christians. It does not rant. It does 
not attack. Rather it does the work 


my THE BEST GIFTS 


Good books make the best gifts. They enrich heart and mind, not just the body. They 
are enduring in blessing. They bless whole families. They comfort the old, they bless the 
mature, they form character and ideals in the young. They give the most for the money. 
To give a good book is a compliment. 


é@&. BOOKS BY DR. JOHN R. RICE SHOWN 


HERE ARE MOST POPULAR. 257,000 
COPIES PRINTED! 


a. 


which it took ten years to write, have 
been preached all over America, bringing 
revival and reconsecration among the peo- 
ple of God. You will want it, not only for 
yourselves but for a number of your friends 
and loved ones. An ideal gift. | 


DR. HYMAN J. APPELMAN, nationally 
famous evangelist, in the introdution says: 
“It is desperately needed .... I read the 
book through at one sitting. It searched my 
soul, my life, my motives. The careful, 
prayerful reading of it is sure to lead to a 
rededication of‘ all life to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We preachers should delve into it 
first. We should then move heaven and 
earth to pass it around among all of our 
people.”’ 


178 large pages, twelve unforgetable mes- 


of a loving shepherd, in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. These messages, 


sages. Orange cloth binding, ] 00 
beautiful jacket. Price postpaid, ° 


TWELVE TREMENDOUS 
THEMES 


Great doctrines of the Bible are discussed 
with profound knowledge of the Scriptures, 
interesting style and evangelistic charm. 
Great questions are here answered, great 
controversies settled, on the authority of 
God’s Word. 


ROBERT G..LEE, D.D., LL. D., Litt. D. 


_ Memphis, Tennessee, says in his introduc- 


tion to the book, “This book is truth. simply 
and pungently phrased. It sets forth conclus- 


ions clearly and concisely expressed. It is 


declaration saturated and foundationed with 
the Scriptures. It makes appeal wooingly 
and earnestly uttered.” He suggests that the 
messages be “read and preached.” 


MOODY MONTHLY says: “This book, 
from the prolific mind of a beloved author, 
deals with twelve basic subjects .... We 
expect from the author a sound and at the 


12 GREAT DOCTRINES | 


I]t. Verbal Inspiration of the Bible ] 
B Scientific Accuracy of the Bible Proven 7 
& The Universal Molady, Sin i 
4 Double Theme of All the Prophets 4 ee 
S. “Peul’s Gospel” or “Kingdom Gospel” | a Buy rod 
7. Gen A Saved Person Ever Be Lost? 


8. Sundey or Ssbbeth? 

® be There Literel, Physical Fire in Hell? 
10, ts the Torment in Hell Eternal ? 
11. “Churches” end “The Church” 

12. Jesus May Come Todey 


Lee ee fee 
same time a gripping presentation of these 
subjects, and we are not disappointed.” 

WESTERN RECORDER says, “Clear 
and positive, simply yet forcefully stated, 
these doctrines need re-emphasis in our 
times, and the author of this volume has 
given it. His discussion of the difference be- 
tween the churches and the church is one of 
the sanest we have seen. Everybody should 
study this bit of explanation who knows the 
power of the simple gospel.” 

177 pages, bound in red cloth, gold-stamp- 


able price, only _ 


ed, attractive jacket. Remark- $1 00 
°. 
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PRAYER 
ASKING AND RECEIVING 


The most popular of all Dr. Rice’s larger 
books. Forty thousand copies printed in 
seventeen months. 3 

OSWALD J. SMITH, D. D,, Litt. D., 
Toronto, in his introduction, says, “Many 
telling illustrations and examples, all from 
real life.” “Quotations regarding faith, fas- 
ting, praying through, the will of God, im- 
portunity, divine healing, etc., are dealt in 
a masterly way.” “Here, then, is a book that 
extols a prayer-hearing God. Would that 
“tt might be used as a textbook on prayer 
by every Bible Institute and theological sem- 
inary in the country.” “.... it would re- 
volutionize the prayer life of thousands.” 

EVANGELIST HYMAN J. APPELMAN, 
D. D. “. . . . the very greatest thing of its 
kind I have ever read, It humbled me, con- 
victed me, inspired me ....I expect to 
read it and reread it again and again.” 

MILLARD A. JENKINS, D. D., pastor 
First Baptist Church, Abilene, Texas, says, 
“This is the most exhaustive book on prayer 
we have ever read ...A marvelous mar- 
shaling of the Scriptures.” 

H. A, IRONSIDE, D. D., Litt. D., Moody 
Memorial Church, Chicago, says, “The book, 
‘on the whole, is one of the most interesting, 
refreshing and conclusive works on prayer 
we have ever consulted. The many personal 
testimonies of answered prayer add great- 
ly to its value.” | 

Many pastors and congregations use these 
twenty-one chapters for prayer meeting 
teaching and discussion. Thousands of rea- 
ders write of transformed prayer life. 328 


pages, cloth binding, gold stamp $1 50 
ed, nice jacket, postpaid, only . 


Mary Lioys Rice, one of 
the author’s 6 daughters, 
when she was 14. 


“If a woman have long 
hair it is a glory to 
her.” (I Cor. 11:15). ; a 
say it does. 


wwwew wee UW} 


QUANTITY PRICES 


ties and save money. 


Low prices are made possible by enormous circulation and the author's 
policy of no royalty and no profit. We make sfill lower quantity prices: 


The Ruin of a Christian, 6 copies for 
Twelve Tremendous Themes, 6 copies for 
_Prayer-Asking and Receiving, 6 copies, 
When Skeletons Come Out of Their Closets, 6 copies, 
“And God Remembered ... “ 
Bible Facts About Heaven, 30 copies for 


. 5 copies for 


All these books beautifully printed, expensively bound. Order in quanti- 


WHEN SKELETONS 
“or tHe ~=CLOSETS 


OF THE 


Here are full-length, fervent, evangelistic 
messages such as Dr. Rice has given in large 
campaigns in many cities of America. 

MOODY -MONTHLY says, “There is a 
wealth of material in this book.” 


The messages have the old-time 
old-time evangelists, and that is @#he 
need in these days.” ws 

We believe you need and will delight in 
these fragrant, Spirit-anointed messages. 
God has used them to save hundreds of sin- 
ners and revive thousands of His children. 
191 pages, beautiful wine-colored cloth 
binding, pictured 
Price only __ 


BOBBED HAIR 


BOSSY WIVES 
and WOMEN PREACHERS 


Here are three great controversies, settled plainly 
by the Word of God. The style is gentle, sympathetic, 
Christian. It is not sarcastic, it is not frivolous. The 
chapters are: 1. A Controversy and How To Settle It. 2. 
Christian To Submit To Authority of Divinely Appointed 
Leaders in Church, Home, State. 3. Wives To Submit 
in Church, Home, State. Themselves To, Be Subject To, 
Obedient To Their Husbands. 4. Women Preachers For- 
bidden In the Bible. 5. Bobbed Hair, the Sign of a Wo- 
man’s Rebellion Against Husband, Father, and God. 6. 
The Horrible Sin Of Rebellion. 

ROBERT L. MOYER, D. D., late dean of North- 
western Bible School and Seminary; pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Minneapolis, says, “Just received 
‘Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives and Women Preachers.’ 
I say ‘Amen’. Thanks.” 

id J. R. MANTEY, Ph. D., department of New Test- 
ament, Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chi- 
cago, says, “I have mentioned the book and your 
viewpoint to my class in New Testament and agreed 
with you that the New Testament teaches what you 


Illustrated by picture of editor’s wife and’ six daughters, another of Mary 


Lloys and her braids, another of Elizabeth with her 


long hair down before the 


mirror. No jacket, beautiful orange-colored cloth binding. 23,000 copies 7 5c 


| printed! Price only - ‘ 


copies, we can sell it for only -__- 
* 


BIBLE FACTS ABOUT 
HEAVEN 


A lovely gift! Give to S. S. | 
class or instead of Christmas 


“And 
God 


Remem- 


hered 


The-book’s rich devotional character, the sen- 
sationally beautiful jacket in purple and orchid, 
and the six illustrations make this clothbound 
book an ideal gift. The price should be $1.25" 
but because we have printed 45,000 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


15¢ 


145 North Hale Street, Wheaton, Ill. 


\ Gentlemen: Please ship postpaid the following: 


._copies The 


Ruin of a_ Christian $ 


cards. Beautiful Coitataten | 


-copies Twelve Tremendous Themes $ 


copies Prayer-Asking and Receiving $ 


~- 91.00 


cover, presentation page, has | 
decision blank, has led scores 


-copies When Skeletons Come Oui 


to Christ. Dr. H. A. Ironside | 
says, “A precious unfolding of 
truth concerning the Father's } 


of Their Closets $ 
copies And God Remembered $ 


-copies Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives 


And Women Preachers $ 


house, .... There are eight 
chapters and everyone of 
them clear. tnd scriptural”. 80 
pages. Very popular 


price 
5 copies $1.00 


—- 


| Name 


copies Bible Facts About Heaven §$ 


5c 1 st. and No. 


| City and State 


4 


. 


